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What is this program?


This is a program for faculty at Sub-Saharan African universities and for scholars at Sub-
Saharan African research centers, museums or other cultural institutions to conduct three to 
nine months of research at an academic or research institution in the U.S. Funding is 
provided by the Government of the United States of America through the U.S. Department of 
State.


What kinds of people are eligible to apply?


Scholars and researchers who are on the faculty at an institution of higher education or who 
work for research centers, museums, or other cultural institutions with educational and 
research objectives.


There are two types of ARSP grants:  (1) Senior Research Scholar grants for persons who 
already have a doctoral degree and who wish to conduct post-doctoral research (these grants 
are for 3-9 months of research in the U.S.); and (2) Professional Development Scholar grants 
for persons with less experience than senior researchers who wish to conduct a program of 
reading and research (these grants are for 3-5 months of research in the U.S.). In addition, 
special grants are available under both of these programs for AIDS and AIDS-Related 
Research. The length of all ARSP grants is determined by the need demonstrated by the 
applicant in his or her proposal.


What are the minimum requirements?


Only persons who meet the following minimum requirements can apply through the 
American embassy in Ouagadougou:


• Citizens of Burkina Faso;

• Persons who have the endorsement of their home institution; 

• Persons who have a good command of both written and spoken English;

• For Senior Research Scholar grants, persons who already have a doctoral (PH.D) 

degree; and

• For Professional Development Scholar grants, persons who already have at least the 
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equivalent of a U.S. Masters (MA) degree (e.g., at least five years of full time 
University study


Who are the most competitive applicants?


Anyone meeting the minimum requirements may apply. However, people who have the 
following characteristics are the most competitive applicants and therefore the ones most 
likely to be selected 


• Persons who are complying with Burkina Faso Development 

• Persons who have at least three years of university teaching experience and a 

productive scholarly record; (for the Senior Research Scholar)

• For Senior Research Scholar grants, persons who already have doctoral degrees or, if 

they do not have a doctoral degree, who are experienced university lecturers or 
researchers who have strong letters of reference and compelling letters of invitation 
from potential host colleagues or institutions in the U.S.;


• For Professional Development Scholar grants, persons who wish to focus upon 
updating their scholarly knowledge to improve classroom instruction and to 
contribute to the development of programs or curricula at their home institutions;


• Persons whose proposals relate directly to their ongoing teaching and/or research 
experience and responsibilities or to professional duties such as classroom 
instruction, advising students, administration, or outreach projects for teachers or 
other professionals; and


• Persons who have no previous experience or only limited experience in the U.S.


What kinds of people are not eligible?


The following are examples of persons who are not eligible for this program:


• Persons who want to do doctoral dissertation research or postdoctoral research 
immediately following completion of a doctoral degree;


• Person who want to travel to and have consultations at multiple institutions in the 
U.S.; and


• Persons who want to do medical research involving clinical training, patient care, or 
patient contact.


How do I seek a special AIDS and AIDS-Related Research grant?


Persons can apply for these grants in under either the Senior Research Scholar or 
Professional Development Scholar programs. Proposals must be for research and/or 
professional development with an HIV/AIDS focus. Grants are available in a wide variety of 
disciplines, including the following: Sociology and social work; anthropology; education; 
economics; law; public administration; communications; art; theater; medical sciences; 
biological sciences; and psychology.
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If I am eligible and meet the minimum requirements, how do I apply?


• You must complete a package of application materials. Application form is available on 
the U.S. Embassy web site https://bf.usembassy.gov/ from December 01 2020, to 
January 29, 2021.


• Application forms must be completed and returned to the American Embassy, 
Service CAC by January 29, 2021.


How does the competition work?


• In -February-March candidates selected by the American Embassy will take the 
TELP test and will be interviewed. The finalists must also fill out the online application 
and provide additional application materials (letters of reference, degrees and academic 
transcripts (in French and English) to the American Embassy by July 31, 2021.


• Finalists from Burkina Faso then compete against applicants from other countries 
in Sub-Saharan African, and the winners will be announced in early 2022 


Please do not call to find out if you have been selected to be interviewed. If you have been 
selected, we will contact you by telephone or e-mail to schedule your interview. If you are 
not contacted by mid-March this means that you were not selected to participate in the 
competition.


What if I am not a citizen of Burkina Faso?


If you are not a citizen of Burkina Faso you cannot apply for this program through the U.S. 
Embassy in Ouagadougou. You should contact the Public Diplomacy Section in the U.S. 
Embassy in your home country to find out whether your country participates in this program, 
and, if so, how to apply.


When will I go to the United States if I am selected?


The current competition is for research projects to be conducted in the U.S. during the 
2022-2023 academic years. Winners can start their projects in the U.S. as early as August of 
2022 or as late as March of 2022.


If I am selected can my spouse or children come with me to the U.S.?


No. Grantee may request permission for his or her dependents to visit him/her for a short 
period of time after arrival in the U.S. if he/she can show proof of adequate personal funds to 
cover the living expenses of the dependents including the cost of health insurance for them. 
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Request template can be asked to Post.  Dependent will not get J2 dependent visa. 


How do I get more information?


Application form is on our web site: https://bf.usembassy.gov/

Public information sessions: every Wednesday from 15:00 to 17:00 beginning Wednesday, 
December 2, 2021 and continuing through January 27, 2021 at the: La Rotonde (grande 
salle de reunion) behind ENAM.  PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY. ALL ATTENDEES 
MUST WEAR A FACE MASK AND OBSERVE HEALTH MEASURES TO 
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19
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